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A= a [now  formerly]  Bfelong
Fepublican, a [Galdwater]
Conservative, and a former GOPF
aclivist, apesrative and profassional
campaign  manager, now  ardently
supporting Sen. Barsck Cbama, | feel
that | have the proper perspecive
from which to advise this audience on
how to "sel” Obama ta  your
Republizan  friends, relatves, and
business associates.

There iz & large reservor of
discontent among Republicans who
are dissatisfied with John McCain as
the GOP nominae. A the recent
25% wvotes against him in the now
uncontested primaries indicate, this
diggantian i far desper znd mare
persisient than it will be  among
Clinton Democrals, when the dust
sefiles in August. These volas, and
those of ciher Republicans now
dizanchanied are ripe for the picking
this f2ll - IF yau know how to maks
the case 1o these people

Balow the fold I'll try to give several
wiable talking paints which should
hald you in good stead walh most eny
Fepublican you come across, falking
paliics with bebween row and the
election. ..

In general, Rapublican voters dont
have 1he same pricrties as
Democrats.  The reasans  YOU
suppart Sen. Obema are most fikaly
NOT dhe faclors on which  wour
Republican associates will make their

ting decizions. Dont asseme thal
vour  ‘hot  button®  issues  are
necessanly even important 1o them,
nor balitle the prorties they bring o
the voting booth.

First, to most Republicans, the
comersicne  Demacratic  issues  of
"Health Care”, "Education”, and
“Jobs” just dont even register in the
top five issues on which they will
base their vote, Arguing that Qbama
will best handle such subjecis woni
win their wvobte ever i they beligre you
that he /s best on these Esues.
Woreover, Republicans will generally
have less confidence in fhe
government to deliver health care,
gnd mare confidence in  private
schools o deliver education than yoeu
will, Dont argue  lhess  issues,
arquments just harden attitudes; sava

yaur breath - just dont go there. You
want their actual VOTE. nol their
nodding agreement an some arcane
philosophical issua

Second, resist the urge to "Bush
Bash" ‘While many [even Most)
Republizans are no longer enampred
with the President, that doesnt mean
they are sympathetic with everyone
wanting ta dump on him, either. They
may feel Prosident Bush io have
been well  intentioned,  thowgh
blundering. they may have felt events
got out of his cantral, they may even
blama tha Daermocratic Congress for
his apparent failings. Agamn, DONT
GO THERE Its not a fight warth
hawving You dont win VOTES by
fighting with people, you win by
leading them to the bafter
aslternative - from thelr vantage
paint, not yours, George W, Bush is
not on this ballol, and neither is his
Vice President running to succeed
him, That "Bush Third Term" dnivel
just wont cul it in winning Republican
voles, Forunately, with Obama as
cur candidate, we can make 8 better,
mare substaniive case than that.

Third, the only really serious,
pervasively damaging chamge the
GOP will make against Obama is the
tried-and-true tactc of painting him as
a fradibonal “tax-and-spend-liberal-
democrat, squishy-on-national-
defernse”, in tha mold of John Kerry,
Michasl Dukakis, Walier Mondala,
gfz. To most Republcans, thats the
killar - if they bDelieve i All other
charges and acusations, ng mattar
haw scurflous, are secondary and
incidental to that one. If they buy the
‘tax-and-spend-libaral’  label, theyll
belizve all the muddier garbage
gossip; i they regject that charge as
bogus, they'll most hkely reject any
ciher labels that may be pinned cn
him as 'not cradible’ aither. EVEN IF
you, i your heart-of-hearts believe
we need more taxes and Spenaing,
and you pray to your humanisiic
wiccan goddess every night (k) that
Obarma will bring these things, for the
seke of the Polar Bears, keep those
wishes to yourself!!! To obiin an
Obama VOTE, you are appealing to
your Republican  friend’s  existing
gensibiliies, rathar than trying to
charge them.

You mey mot agree  with the
following palicy conclusions which led

me o cross aver for the first tme in
my [ifz, and waote for Sen. Obama in
Virginia's open primary, but THEY
OiD. And fhese samhe (SSUEs  waill
resonale wilh ether Rspublicans in
woling booths acress Lhe country this
fall._.

1, TAXES. As a member of ihe
lirake Siata Senate, Sen, Obama
was cosponsor of a  bill owhich
ulimately passed, creating the largest
tax cut in sfate histary.  Since the
start of his presidential campaign, he
has consisiently favored a broad-
based middie class tax cut By
contrast, San. MeCain “valed againsi
tax cuts befare fie voled for them”
and kas nao eeal credibiily an S
issue among consenatives. MoCain
was very critizal of the Bush tax culs,
which most Rapublicans believe gave
us vears of prosperty - unbil very
recantly. Obama can thus be taken
mare seriously than MocCain as a
Fresident who will cut laxes rather
than raise lhem.

2, SPEMDING. Most Republicang
biggest gripe with their own party - by
far - is s falure f© conlrel the
bureaucracy and reign in runaway
federal spending and daficits. 11 is
usgful to mention that whila the last
five (5] Republican Presidents
premised  fiscal respensibility  and
balanced budgets, all of them grew
discretionary  civiian  spending by
tremendous amounis, and ran up
ever larger deficits. Meanwhile, only
Pres. Bill Clinton balanced the federal
budget, ard produced four years of
surpluses, with the same forecast
long into ke indefinite future, A big
problem with the federal budgel @
fhat almast nobody knows whers all
the money is geoing; its easy to add
earmarks and pork barrel spending
and special interast giveaways whan
the people back home cant tell the
difference.  Sen. Barack Obama’s
major legislative accomplishment
in the Senate, the The Fedoral
Funding Accountability and
Trapsparency Act of 2006 has been
to bring transparency to federal
spending.

Send your Rapublican friends fo
hittp:iwedew, faderalspending.gov which
his legislation crealed, a wvertable
"Google of ihe Federal Budget”,
where anyone can resaarch every
dodlar to see where their tax money is






